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are none. .We are lodged and fed in the manner of
the savages; we have no land of our own, except a
little borrowed field, where French grain is raised
just to make the host for the holy mass; we leave
the rest to divine Providence, which sends us more
corn than if we had broad lands; one person will
bring us three ears of corn, another six, some one
else a squash; one will give us some fish, another
some bread baked under the ashes. In this manner,
we live happily and contentedly. As their presents,
we give them little glass beads, rings, awls, small
pocket knives, and colored beads; this is all our
money. As for the delicacies of France, we have
none of them here; the usual sauce with the food
is pure water, juice of corn or of squashes. The
fresh food that comes from France does not go far-
ther up than Three Rivers; all they can send is some
church ornaments, some wine for the mass (only four
or five drops of it is put into the chalice), and some
clothes, some prunes, and raisins for the sick of the
[174] village; it all runs great risks on the way. We
lost this year two of our packages. Our plates,
although of wood, cost us more than yours; for they
are valued at one beaver robe, which is a hundred
francs.®

The kingdom of God is being greatly advanced in
these countries. We have here a nation from with-
out, taking refuge with us both on account of the
Hiroquois, their enemies, and of the epidemic, which
is still causing great mortality among them; nearly
all of them are baptized before death. I have bap-
tized some of them, and it is no small task for our
Fathers, morning and evening, to instruct and visit
these poor sick people, who seem to have escaped



